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1. Purpose of Report 

 

1.1 To recommend the protection of a tree at Greystoke, 26 Aspen Lane, Oswaldtwistle, BB5 4QA 

through the use of a Tree Preservation Order. 

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 On 12th February 2019 an application was made to fell a sycamore tree in the grounds of 

Greystoke, 26 Aspen Lane, Oswaldtwistle. 

The request was made as the resident felt that the tree was damaging their neighbours property and 

their driveway and also punctured their garden pond. 

There was no report outlining any damage and no damage was seen by Katy Morley and Ian Marfleet 

on their site inspection on 27th February 2019. 

 

Fig 1 illustrates the location of this tree. 

 

Fig 2 shows a photograph of the tree before and after it was unofficially pruned 

 

2.2 There was evidence of poor unauthorised work having been carried out to this tree in the past, 

which had left a number of wounds on the stem but these were now healing well and had not caused 

the tree any lasting damage.  

 

2.3 When making Tree Preservation Orders it is necessary to assess the amenity value of the tree.  

As well as considering the condition and species of the tree(s) to be protected it is also necessary to 

consider factors such as the lifespan of the tree, relative public visibility, historic or habitat value, the 

form of the tree and whether it is rare or unusual.  The assessment also considers whether the extent 

to which the tree is at risk of being felled or damaged.  A scoring system is used to determine whether 

the tree merits protection 



 

 

 

2.4 An assessment of the tree was undertaken and is included in Appendix 1.  

The scores indicate that the tree merits protection. Given the nature of the work that had been 

undertaken to the tree it is considered that there is a “foreseeable” threat to the tree. 

 

The Council made a temporary TPO in March 2019 and this provides protection for a maximum of 6 

months. 

 

 
3. Reasons for Recommendations and Background 
 
3.1 Both the Ecological Officer, the Tree officer and the Senior Planning Officer (Heritage) 
all agreed that the tree should be protected with the Senior Planning Officer (Heritage)further 
commenting: 

 
“Where the tree contributes to the area, the Council should discharge its statutory duty by making a 

TPO and refusing the works.  Not making a TPO can only be justified where the tree does not 
contribute to the character and appearance of the conservation area, so the duty is  discharged by 
allowing the removal of the tree. In this situation, the Council would decide that the tree is not a part of 
the special character or appearance of the area and give consent for its removal (or allows the notice 
to lapse without a response).  
 
From a conservation perspective, the tree marks the entrance into the conservation area, acting as a 
landmark at this point. It also marks the mid-point between the two buildings which are angled inwards 
away from the road and towards the tree. Another tree further along marks the junction of Aspen Lane 
and All Saints Close and the two trees appear to be the largest on Aspen Road and part of the 
structure of its character and appearance. While there are other trees in the vicinity, they are smaller 
and generally not traditional woodland species. Consequently, the landmark role of the tree is 
important in addition to its aesthetic contribution to the conservation area. I therefore would strongly 
support its protection. “ 

 
 
4. Consultations 
 
4.1 The following residents and Cllrs. were consulted as part of the TPO process: 
 
Nos. 13, 14,15,16,17 and 26 Aspen Lane, Oswaldtwistle 
 
Cllrs. Sara Britcliffe  CllrJudith Addison    Cllr. Glen Harrison    Cllr. Lisa Allen 
Cllr Stewart Eaves  Cllr Josh Allen     Cllr. Marlene Haworth 
 
5. Objections / representations 
 
5.1 One objection has been made, we are waiting for the resident to formally put in writing that 

they do not want the tree protected, this has to be received before 11th April 2019. 
 
 
6. Conclusion 
 
6.1 To fell the tree would remove a large tree from the landscape which enhances the structure 
and appearance of the area and also provides space for wildlife. 


